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WESTERN MARYLAND RAILWAY, CUMBERLAND HAER MD-175 
EXTENSION 
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal National Historical Park 
Pearre to North Branch, from WM milepost 125 to 160 
Pearre 
Washington County 
Maryland 

Jet Lowe took photographs HAER No. MD-175-1 through MD-175-60 in November 2009. He 
then took photographs HAER No. MD-175-61 through MD-175-158 in April 2010. Note: 
Mileposts indicate mileage along the Western Maryland Railway from Baltimore. Structures are 
identified with four digits, where the first three numbers represent the milepost, and the fourth 
indicated the nearest tenth of a mile, measured from the eastern abutment or portal. 

MD-175-1 Aerial view of Williamsport, Maryland (clockwise from bottom): 
Chesapeake & Ohio (C&O) Canal Conococheague Aqueduct 
(HAER MD-123), Cushwa Basin, US 11 Bridge, Western 
Maryland (WM) Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Lift Bridge (HAER 
MD-23), Potomac Edison Power Plant, looking southeast. A short 
spur connected the power plant to the Western Maryland mainline 
west of Hagerstown. 

MD-175-2 Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Lift Bridge, with US 11 Bridge at left, 
Salisbury Street Bridge (HAER MD-24) at right. 

MD-175-3 Bridge No. 1018, McCoys Ferry Crossing, looking west. 

MD-175-4 Bridge No. 1018, McCoys Ferry Crossing, with C&O Canal and 
Potomac River in the background, looking southwest. 

MD-175-5 Bridge No. 1057, Potomac Crossing at Cherry Run, looking west. 

MD-175-6 Western Maryland (WM) crossing the Potomac River where it 
connected with the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad at Cherry 
Run, West Virginia, looking west. 

MD-175-7 Westward view of (Lto R) B&O Railroad (in West Virginia), 
Potomac River, C&O Canal (wide basin), Western Maryland Rail 
Trail, 1-70, and US 40 (National Pike), milepost 112 vicinity. 
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MD-175-8 Downtown Hancock, Maryland (Lto R): National Pike, Western 
Maryland Rail Trail (milepost 115), C&O Canal, and Potomac 
River, looking east. 

MD-175-9 Curve of Western Maryland Rail Trail west of Hancock, milepost 
117 vicinity, looking west. 

MD-175-10 The Western Maryland Rail Trail passes high above the canal and 
behind the surviving remains of the Round Top cement works, 
milepost 120, looking northwest. 

MD-175-11 Bridge No. 1253, Polly Pond Crossing, looking north. NPS 
property starts at the east end of the bridge; towpath in foreground. 

MD-175-12 Bridge No. 1276, Sideling Hill Creek Crossing, with C&O Canal 
Sideling Hill Creek Aqueduct in foreground, looking north. 

MD-175-13 East portal of Tunnel No. 1292, Indigo Tunnel, looking southwest. 

MD-175-14 West portal of Tunnel No. 1292, Indigo Tunnel at milepost 129.95, 
largely obscured by overgrowth. 

MD-175-15 Culvert No. 1308, High Germany Road Culvert in Little Orleans, 
Maryland. Bill's Place in foreground, looking east. 

MD-175-16 Culvert No. 1309, Fifteen Mile Creek Culvert, north portal, 
looking east. 

MD-175-17 C&O Canal Fifteen Mile Creek Culvert in foreground, south portal 
of Western Maryland's Fifteen Mile Creek Culvert in rear, looking 
west. 

MD-175-18 Bridge No. 1317, First Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, looking 
northwest. 

MD-175-19 Bridge No. 1317, First Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, looking 
northeast towards Maryland side. 

MD-175-20 Bridge No. 1317, First Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, looking 
south. Towpath in foreground. 

MD-175-21 Deck of Bridge No. 1317, First Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, 
looking west. 
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MD-175-22 Bridge No. 1348, Second Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, 
looking southeast. 

MD-175-23 Deck view of Bridge No. 1348, Second Potomac and C&O Canal 
Crossing, looking northeast towards West Virginia. 

MD-175-24 Tunnel No. 1356, Stick Pile Tunnel, east portal, looking south. 

MD-175-25 Tunnel No. 1356, Stick Pile Tunnel, west portal, milepost 135.6. 
Kasecamp Road at left, looking north. 

MD-175-26 Bridge No. 1360, Third Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, 
looking west. 

MD-175-27 Bridge No. 1360, Third Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, 
looking east. Deck plate girder span at left is over canal. 

MD-175-28 Cumberland Extension entering Magnolia Bend in West Virginia. 
After passing over the Third Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, 
the line curves over the former B&O Railroad at Bridge No. 1363, 
First B&O Crossing in foreground, looking northeast. 

MD-175-29 View east along the former B&O Railroad's original right of way, 
with Western Maryland's First B&O Crossing in foreground. 

MD-175-30 Bridge No. 1363, First B&O Crossing, detail of skewed through 
truss, looking west. 

MD-175-31 Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, 
looking southwest at the Maryland side. 

MD-175-32 Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, 
looking northeast. 

MD-175-33 Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, with 
B&O Potomac Crossing (built ca. 1914 as part of B&O's Magnolia 
Cutoff) in background, looking east. 

MD-175-34 East portal of Tunnel No. 1402, Kessler Tunnel, looking 
southwest, with Tunnel Hill Road at right. 

MD-175-35 West portal of Tunnel No. 1402, Kessler Tunnel, looking 
northeast. 
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MD-175-36 Bridge No. 1407, Fifth Potomac Crossing, with cut from Kessler 
Tunnel in the background, looking northeast towards Maryland. 

MD-175-37 Bridge No. 1407, Fifth Potomac Crossing, looking west as the WM 
roadbed cuts across Bevan Bend, West Virginia, at left. 

MD-175-38 Bridge No. 1413, Sixth Potomac Crossing, looking southwest, MD 
51 and towpath access road in background. 

MD-175-39 Bridge No. 1413, Sixth Potomac Crossing, passing over MD 51 in 
foreground, looking north. 

MD-175-40 Bridge No. 1416, Fourth C&O Canal Crossing, looking northwest. 

MD-175-41 Bridge No. 1474, Town Creek Crossing, looking north, with canal 
aqueduct in foreground. 

MD-175-42 Bridge No. 1474, Town Creek Crossing, detail, showing 1905 
girder span (top), and 1913 girder span (below), with aqueduct in 
background. 

MD-175-43 Culvert No. 1475, Canal Basin Overflow. Town Creek Crossing at 
far right, looking northeast. 

MD-175-44 East portion of S curve along Long Farm Road, milepost 149 
vicinity, view northwest. 

MD-175-45 Middle portion of S curve along Long Farm Road, view southeast 
towards Potomac River. 

MD-175-46 West portion of S curve along Long Farm Road, milepost 150 
vicinity, view northwest towards Old Town, Maryland. 

MD-175-47 Culvert No. 1508 (center) in Old Town, Maryland, looking north. 

MD-175-48 WM roadbed passing on bench above Opessa Street in Old Town 
at milepost 151 at right. C&O Canal Lock 71 at left, looking 
northwest. 

MD-175-49 WM roadbed curving through a cut at milepost 158, above MD 51 
in Spring Gap, Maryland, looking east. 
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MD-175-50 Bridge No. 1601, Third B&O Crossing, over CSX tracks in North 
Branch, Maryland, looking northwest. The Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Plant can be seen in the background. NPS property boundary is out 
of view at lower right. 

MD-175-51 Surviving abutment of Bridge No. 1610, Fifth C&O Canal 
Crossing (left of towpath and Mexico Farm Road), looking west. 

MD-175-52 Bridge No. 1618, Seventh Potomac Crossing, looking east. 

MD-175-53 Deck of Bridge No. 1618, Seventh Potomac Crossing, looking 
southeast. 

MD-175-54 Bridge No. 1625, Eighth Potomac Crossing, looking east towards 
West Virginia and the west portal of Tunnel No. 1624, Welton 
Tunnel, beneath the Greater Cumberland Regional Airport. 

MD-175-55 Bridge No. 1625, Eighth Potomac Crossing, entering Welton 
Tunnel below airport, looking east. The west portal is extant in the 
large hole behind the hangar. 

MD-175-56 Bridge No. 1628, Sixth C&O Canal Crossing, looking northeast, 
with corner of Roberts and Candoc streets in South Cumberland, 
Maryland, in background. 

MD-175-57 Bridge No. 1635, Ninth Potomac Crossing, looking south. 

MD-175-58 Bridge No. 1635, Ninth Potomac Crossing, looking northwest 
towards Tunnel No. 1636, Knobley Tunnel. 

MD-175-59 View east of the wye at Maryland Junction, West Virginia, 
milepost 164, with the Cumberland Extension entering at right. 
The diesel shop (built 1956) is at left. The WM continued 
northwest to Ridgeley Yard, and onto the passenger station in 
downtown Cumberland (out of view at upper left). The WM's 
Thomas Subivision went south to Elkins, West Virginia (lower 
left). 

MD-175-60 Bridge No. 1655, Tenth Potomac Crossing, which now carries the 
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad. 1-68 viaduct at left through 
Cumberland; WV 28 bridge into Ridgeley, West Virginia in 
foreground. 
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MD-175-61 Bridge No. 1253, Polly Pond Crossing, looking north. NPS 
property boundary is at east end of the bridge. 

MD-175-62 Bridge No. 1276, Sideling Hill Creek Crossing, looking north from 
C&O Canal aqueduct. 

MD-175-63 Bridge No. 1276, Sideling Hill Creek Crossing. View of deck from 
abutment, looking east. 

MD-175-64 Square concrete culvert and concrete retaining wall, 1/2 mile east 
of Indigo Tunnel, milepost 128. 

MD-175-65 Concrete and stone retaining wall, milepost 129, looking north. 

MD-175-66 East portal of Tunnel No. 1292, Indigo Tunnel, showing interior 
timber framing, looking southwest. 

MD-175-67 West portal of Tunnel No. 1292, Indigo Tunnel, milepost 129.95, 
looking northeast. 

MD-175-68 North portal of Culvert No. 1308, High Germany Road Culvert, 
seen from Bill's Place in Little Orleans, MD, looking southeast. 

MD-175-69 South portal of Culvert No. 1308, High Germany Road Culvert, 
looking northwest. 

MD-175-70 North portal of Culvert No. 1309, Fifteen Mile Creek Culvert, 
looking southeast. 

MD-175-71 East portal of corrugated metal parabolic culvert under Pleasant 
Plains Road, milepost 131.1. Originally a 6& timber deck bridge 
spanned this cut. 

MD-175-72 Elevation of Bridge No. 1317, First Potomac and C&O Canal 
Crossing, from Maryland shore, looking southeast. 

MD-175-73 Detail of deck plate girder and 150' Warren deck truss connection, 
Bridge No. 1317, First Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, looking 
southeast from canal towpath. 

MD-175-74 Deck of Bridge No. 1317, First Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, 
showing top chords of trusses rising above ties, looking northeast. 

MD-175-75 View of cut at eastern approach to Bridge No. 1348, Second 
Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, milepost 134.7, looking north. 
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MD-175-76 Perspective view of Bridge No. 1348, Second Potomac and C&O 
Canal Crossing, from West Virginia shore, looking west. 

MD-175-77 Detail of deck plate girder and 150' Warren deck truss skewed 
connection atop skewed concrete pier, Bridge No. 1348, Second 
Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, looking northwest. 

MD-175-78 Detail of concrete pier and deck plate girder steel support beam, 
Bridge No. 1348, Second Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, 
looking southwest. 

MD-175-79 Deck of Bridge No. 1348, Second Potomac and C&O Canal 
Crossing, looking northeast. 

MD-175-80 East portal of Tunnel No. 1356, Stick Pile Tunnel, looking 
southwest. 

MD-175-81 Interior of Tunnel No. 1356, StickPile Tunnel showing timber 
framing and missing posts, looking northeast. 

MD-175-82 West portal of Tunnel No. 1356, Stick Pile Tunnel, looking 
northeast. 

MD-175-83 Perspective view of Bridge No. 1360, Third Potomac and C&O 
Canal Crossing, at deck plate girder span over canal, looking 
south. 

MD-175-84 150' Warren deck truss river spans of Bridge No. 1360, Third 
Potomac and C&O Canal Crossing, from West Virginia shore, 
looking east. 

MD-175-85 Deck plate girder on west end of Bridge No. 1360, Third Potomac 
and C&O Canal Crossing, looking east. 

MD-175-86 Perspective view of Bridge No. 1360, Third Potomac and C&O 
Canal Crossing, showing deck plate girder to 150' Warren deck 
truss connection, looking northeast from West Virginia. 

MD-175-87 Deck of Bridge No. 1360, Third Potomac and C&O Canal 
Crossing, looking southwest toward West Virginia. 

MD-175-88 South elevation of Bridge No. 1363, First B&O Crossing, looking 
northwest. 
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MD-175-89 Interior view of skewed Baltimore truss of Bridge No. 1363, First 
B&O Crossing, looking west. 

MD-175-90 Interior view of skewed Baltimore truss and curved deck of Bridge 
No. 1363, First B&O Crossing, looking west. 

MD-175-91 Skewed west portal of Bridge No. 1363, First B&O Crossing, 
looking east. 

MD-175-92 Exterior view of Jerome, West Virginia operator's cabin, milepost 
137.25, looking north. 

MD-175-93 West elevation of Jerome operator's cabin. 

MD-175-94 Interior view of Jerome operator's cabin. 

MD-175-95 Cut approaching Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second 
B&O Crossing, looking southeast. 

MD-175-96 Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, 
looking south from West Virginia shore. 

MD-175-97 Deck plate girder spans and steel piers of Bridge No. 1396, Fourth 
Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, over original B&O right of 
way (right) and flood plain (left), looking west. 

MD-175-98 Detail of steel pier footing, deck plate girder, and connection to 
150' Warren deck truss of Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and 
Second B&O Crossing, looking southwest. 

MD-175-99 Detail of steel pier, Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second 
B&O Crossing, looking northeast. 

MD-175-100 Deck at West Virginia (east) end of Bridge No. 1396, Fourth 
Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, showing curvature and 
superelevation of ties, looking southwest. 

MD-175-101 Deck on deck plate girder spans of Bridge No. 1396, Fourth 
Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, looking northeast. 

MD-175-102 Detail of 150' Warren deck truss top chord, stringers, and bracing 
without ties, Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second B&O 
Crossing, looking northeast. 
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MD-175-103 Detail of stringer extensions and lateral bracing between 150' 
Warren deck truss spans, Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and 
Second B&O Crossing, looking northeast. 

MD-175-104 Interior view of 150' Warren deck truss lateral bracing, Bridge No. 
1396, Fourth Potomac and Second B&O Crossing, looking 
northeast. 

MD-175-105 View of CSX freight passing over the B&O's Potomac Crossing 
from the deck of the Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and Second 
B&O Crossing, looking southeast. 

MD-175-106 Detail of steel pier bracing, Bridge No. 1396, Fourth Potomac and 
Second B&O Crossing. 

MD-175-107 Detail of steel pier shoe on concrete footing, Bridge No. 1396, 
Fourth Potomac and Second B&O Crossing. 

MD-175-108 Perspective view of 125' Warren deck trusses of Bridge No. 1413, 
Sixth Potomac Crossing, looking north from Maryland shore. 

MD-175-109 Western deck plate girder span of Bridge No. 1413, Sixth Potomac 
Crossing, passing over MD 51, with "WESTERN MARYLAND 
RAILWAY" painted on the girder panels, looking northwest. 

MD-175-110 Detail of 125' Warren deck truss shoes on concrete pier, Bridge 
No. 1413, Sixth Potomac Crossing. 

MD-175-111 West end elevation of Bridge No. 1416, Fourth C&O Canal 
Crossing, a Baltimore through truss, looking SE. 

MD-175-112 West portal of Bridge No. 1416, Fourth C&O Canal Crossing, 
looking northeast. 

MD-175-113 Interior view of Bridge No. 1416, Fourth C&O Canal Crossing, 
looking northeast. 

MD-175-114 Detail of connection of bottom chord, floor beam bracket, and 
diagonals, Bridge No. 1416, Fourth C&O Canal Crossing. 

MD-175-115 Roadbed in cut west of Bridge No. 1416, Fourth C&O Canal 
Crossing, MP 142, looking southwest. 
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MD-175-116 C&O Canal prism, with towpath (left) and fill under WM roadbed 
(right), milepost 142 vicinity, looking southwest. 

MD-175-117 North concrete portal of Culvert No. 1423, Purslane Run Culvert, 
which connects to C&O Canal Culvert No. 211, looking east. 

MD-175-118 South stone portal of C&O Canal Culvert No. 211, which connects 
to WM Culvert No. 1423, Purslane Run Culvert, looking west. 

MD-175-119 Fill and concrete retaining wall supporting WM roadbed above 
canal, milepost 144, looking west. 

MD-175-120 Concrete retaining wall topped with timber, milepost 144, looking 
north. 

MD-175-121 Stone (right) and timber (left) retaining walls, canal in foreground, 
milepost 144 vicinity, looking north. 

MD-175-122 Stone and timber retaining wall (left), canal (center), and towpath 
(right), milepost 145 vicinity, looking east. 

MD-175-123 Stone retaining wall with culvert opening, canal in foreground, 
milepost 145 vicinity, looking north. 

MD-175-124 Concrete and timber retaining wall and telegraph pole, milepost 
145 vicinity, looking northeast. 

MD-175-125 Double stone culvert below eroded fill, milepost 146 vicinity, 
looking north. 

MD-175-126 Stone (left) and concrete (right) retaining wall, milepost 146 
vicinity, looking north. 

MD-175-127 Concrete (left) and stone (right) retaining walls, milepost 146 
vicinity, looking northwest. 

MD-175-128 Stone retaining wall with telegraph pole along canal, milepost 146 
vicinity, looking northeast. 

MD-175-129 Milepost" B 147" recently painted on vertical piece of rail, east of 
Town Creek. 

MD-175-130 Bridge No. 1474, Town Creek Crossing, viewed from the C&O 
Canal Town Creek Aqueduct, looking northwest. 
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MD-175-131 Bridge No. 1474, Town Creek Crossing, with C&O Canal Town 
Creek Aqueduct in background, looking south. 

MD-175-132 Top of 1913 deck plate girder span showing lateral braces and 
angle between spans to accommodate curve, Bridge 1474, Town 
Creek Crossing, looking west. The original 1905 span is at left. 

MD-175-133 North portal of Culvert No. 1475, Canal Basin Overflow, west of 
Town Creek Crossing, looking south. 

MD-175-134 Perspective view fromtowpath of (left to right) C&O Canal Basin 
and Culvert No. 1475, Canal Basin Overflow, fill and roadbed, and 
Bridge No. 1474, Town Creek Crossing, milepost 147.5, looking 
northeast. Canal aqueduct is at far right. 

MD-175-135 Roadbed at cut east of Long Farm Road, milepost 149.5 vicinity, 
looking southeast. 

MD-175-136 Doubletracked roadbed in S curve along Long Farm Road, 
milepost 150 vicinity, looking northwest. 

MD-175-137 Excavation of roadbed fill in S curve along Long Farm Road, 
milepost 150 vicinity, looking northwest. 

MD-175-138 South portal of Culvert No. 1508 in Old Town, Maryland, looking 
north. 

MD-175-139 Cresap House, built 1764 in Old Town, Maryland, with WM right- 
of-way at left, looking east. 

MD-175-140 Remains of abutments for Bridge No. 1575 at MD Rt. 51 in Spring 
Gap, Maryland, looking northeast. (Compare with HAER MD-115 
photos taken 1988). 

MD-175-141 Roadbed (right) adjacent to MD 51 near NPS property boundary, 
North Branch, milepost 160, looking north. 

MD-175-142 Bridge No. 1601, Third B&O Crossing, over CSX (former B&O) 
tracks and North Branch Road, looking northwest. 

MD-175-143 Surviving track through Bridge No. 1601, Third B&O Crossing, 
looking west. 
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MD-175-144 Surviving abutments for Bridge No. 1610, Fifth C&O Canal 
Crossing (now crossed by Mexico Farm Road), looking west. 

MD-175-145 Bridge No. 1625, Eighth Potomac Crossing, and west portal of 
Tunnel No. 1624, Welton Tunnel, looking south. 

MD-175-146 Top of Bridge No. 1625, Eighth Potomac Crossing, looking 
southeast toward west portal of Tunnel No. 1624, Welton Tunnel. 

MD-175-147 North elevation of Bridge No. 1628, Sixth C&O Canal Crossing, 
from canal towpath, looking west. 

MD-175-148 Deck of through plate girder Bridge No. 1628, Sixth C&O Canal 
Crossing, looking northwest. 

MD-175-149 South elevation of Bridge No. 1633, Seventh C&O Canal 
Crossing, from canal towpath, looking northeast. 

MD-175-150 Underside of Bridge No. 1633, Seventh C&O Canal Crossing. 

MD-175-151 Detail of roller shoe, floor beam, and stringer, Bridge No. 1633, 
Seventh C&O Canal Crossing. 

MD-175-152 North elevation of Bridge No. 1635, Ninth Potomac Crossing, 
looking southwest. 

MD-175-153 East portal of Tunnel No. 1636, Knobley Tunnel, looking 
northwest. Retaining wall from WV 28 seen overhead. 

MD-175-154 West portal of Tunnel No. 1636, Knobley Tunnel, milepost 163.57 
in Carpendale, West Virginia, looking southeast. 

MD-175-155 South elevation of Bridge No. 1655, Tenth Potomac Crossing, with 
Ridgely, West Virginia (left) and Cumberland, Maryland (right) in 
background, looking northwest. 

MD-175-156 Western Maryland Scenic Railroad tracks on Bridge No. 1655, 
Tenth Potomac Crossing, looking SW toward West Virginia. 

MD-175-157 Detail of through plate girder and floor beams of Bridge No. 1655, 
Tenth Potomac Crossing. 

MD-175-158 Detail of through plate girder end, Bridge No. 1655, Tenth 
Potomac Crossing. Bridge St (WV 28) twin arch bridge is in 
background. 


